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by Linnaeus, is not a phenomenon limited to certain families
of plants. There are very few vegetables which, during the
night, or in darkness, do not fold their leaves, and which do
not present a different appearance by day and by night. The
Sensitive is the classic plant selected for its exhibition of this
phenomenon in all its intensity; but this small leguminous
creature only presents us with an exaggeration of a fact
which exists in a lesser degree among almost all vegetables
with light leaves. We may quote the following passage from
a former work on the subject of this phenomenon.

" The sleep of plants vaguely resembles that of animals. It
is a remarkable circumstance that the slumbering leaf appears
to wish to return to the epoch of its infancy. It folds itself
almost as it was when in the bud, before it burst out, as it
was in the lethargic sleep of winter, sheltered beneath its
strong scales, or wrapped up in its warm down. One would
think that the plant was trying every night to resume the
position which it occupied in its early time, just as the sleep-
ing animal gathers himself together, and folds his limbs as
they were folded in his mother's womb."*

Is it possible to deny the possession of sensibility to crea-
tures which give us alternate sign of repose and of activity,
and who have the power of accommodating themselves to
various external impressions] Fatigue cannot possibly be
anything but the consequence of the experience of an im-
pression.

3. Numerous physiological functions are fulfilled by plants
as well as by animals ; and when we consider the number and
* "Histoire dot Mantes" Paris, p. III.